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Research Question:  

How have the 2012 curriculum reforms in England contributed to the marginalisation and 
decline of information and digital literacy instruction by school librarians, in contrast to 
rising global demands for teaching critical research skills? 

Outline:  

The proposed publications for inclusion in this thesis will provide an evidence base 
documenting this marginalisation, as well as highlighting the provision of alternative visions 
and models for reclaiming the educational influence of school librarians. Although arising 
from interest in the effects of education reform in England, I aim to include comparisons 
with other curricula worldwide such as the International Baccalaureate and the US Common 
Core curriculum predominantly and others from countries participating in the Erasmus 
project: Information and Digital Literacy at School. A Bridge to Support Critical Thinking and 
Equality Values for Primary Education Using Children’s Literature and Transmedia (8) namely 
Finland, Greece, Turkey, Italy and Spain. Here will be considered whether the presence of 
inquiry-based learning acts to promote information and digital literacy and underpins the 
necessity for a robust school library service.  

The outcomes of research analysis of the publications highlighting reasons for the changing 
role of school librarians in England will make several unique contributions: 

• This thesis will offer the first in-depth analysis of how removing coursework 
requirements in England in 2012 has specifically impacted and devalued school 
librarians' capacity to teach and support the development of digital and 
information literacy. 

• The publications build a qualitative study examining the fading recognition and 
value placed on the specialised role of school librarians filling a gap in the 
literature around the changing status of school librarianship both in England and 
internationally.  

• It will provide comparative perspectives by contrasting this deprofessionalism 
with more supportive approaches within curricula containing a core of inquiry-
based learning such as the International Baccalaureate.  

• The portfolio draws together research suggesting alternative change models and 
practical proposals for reinstating the vital educational role of school librarians. 
Specifically, the writing will serve to evidence the teaching competencies needed 
for empowered and ethical participation in the digital information society, thus 
advancing policy and practice.  

The diversity of research approaches within the publications provides strong evidence to 
support the claims of changes in school librarian role in England from multiple perspectives. 



This includes desk research identifying and applying pedagogical theory to practical 
solutions, comparing theoretical models of teaching information and digital literacy, an in-
depth analysis of curriculum elements relating to information and digital competencies and 
education policy analysis from a selection of countries to contextualise the approach in 
England. Additionally, surveys, case studies and interviews will add qualitative evidence to 
exemplify the findings.  

To summarise, the aim of this thesis is to combine detailed case study analysis situated in a 
broader international comparative framework to elucidate the specific forces marginalising 
English school librarians and to propose constructive evidence-based changes to highlight 
their essential expertise as information/digital literacy educators. It addresses a notable gap 
in the literature regarding contemporary threats to school librarianship that could be 
applied to other countries facing similar issues.  
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