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Overview
• Definition of a Faculty Learning Community (FLC)
• Explore the literature around FLCs
• Examine the purpose and advantages of an FLC
• The plan for our proposed FLC
• Recruitment to the FLC
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What is a FLC?
• A structured, scholarly approach to tackling a teaching, learning and
assessment challenge
• Time limited to one year
• defined group of seven to fifteen individuals
• meet on a monthly basis for the FLC’s duration

• Content is member-driven

• Supported by a facilitator who has previously experience of an FLC
(Cox, 2004)
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Purpose of a FLC
• Build community of practice
• Domain
• Identity defined by shared domain of interest and mutual engagement

• Community
• Engagement in shared activities, joint enterprise

• Practice
• Requirement for members to be practitioners with a shared repertoire of resources

• FLCs aim to build and support a community of practice, with
connections made during the FLC extending beyond its duration
(Wenger, 1998)

Experiences of N. American universities with FLC
• USA, Miami University
• Support of early career academics (Cox, 2013)
• Mid-career productivity (Blaisdell & Cox, 2004)
• Development of scholarly teaching and the scholarship of teaching and
learning (Richlin & Cox, 2004)

• Mount Royal University, Canada – current FLC topics
•
•
•
•
•

Teacher identity and presence
Pedagogy and practice
Creativity in the classroom
Assessment theory and practice
The resource group on the evaluation of teaching (TARGET)
http://www.mtroyal.ca/AboutMountRoyal/TeachingLearning/AcademicDevelopmentCentre/ProgramsServices/flc.htm
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Advantages / impact of FLC
• Increased confidence
• Sense of identity (MacKenzie et al, 2010)
• Safe space (Bell et al, 2006)
• Supports scholarship (Tierney, 2010)
• Practice
• Scholarly activities
• 47% increase from 52 – 110
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Types of scholarly activity (UTLC)
peer-reviewed papers, book chapters, case studies, conference
presentations, research grants, teaching material
development, further study (to date three doctorates and two
masters degrees), reviewing opportunities, external
examining, membership of professional bodies, conference
organisation
Also, promotion of six FLC members, including one
professorship
(MacKenzie et al, 2010; Tierney, 2010)
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Recruitment
• Early career academics, PgCert – completed no earlier than 2015
Or

• Newly appointed within last 2 years
• Postgraduates Who Teach
• Based at Sighthill

• Priority to those based in SAS and SHSC
• If spaces available other academics/postgraduates will be accommodated

• Launching at the end of Jan to run this year
@wynpnt

FLC Plan (Miami model)
• Intro meeting
• Away day/Retreat
• Position paper

• 10-12 monthly meetings
• Group directs activity of FLC
• Gathering data
• Developing expertise

• Paper at end
• capture achievements and experiences
@ Engin_Akyurt

Are you interested?
Sign up today!
Emails to wider community to follow
Spread the word to relevant colleagues
Questions?
@Engin_Akyurt
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