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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Higher education institutions in Scotland are legally bound to provide an inclusive learning environment. 
Tinklin & Hall (1999) conducted a study to explore the experiences of disabled students in Scottish higher 
education institutions. Although they concluded that some steps were being made towards the inclusion 
of students, there was still a long way to improve the experience for students with disabilities. 18 years 
later, Moriña (2017) explored the inclusivity in higher education. The conclusions of the study point out 
that there is a series of transformations needed at both, the institutional and policy level, to ensure an 
inclusion of all students in all activities of student life.  

Most of the available literature on students with disabilities focuses on improving curriculum, access to 
materials and help with exams/time management. However, very little is known how disabilities affect 
other aspects of student’s lives, such as extra-curricular activities, socialisation and attending events, 
such as Fresher’s week. Wessel et al. (2009) identified that universities experience a high dropout rate of 
students with disabilities in the first weeks of the trimester.  The first six weeks of the trimester are 
considered crucial as it is during that time that students feel most susceptible to feeling left out (Tinto, 
1988).   

This project will research how students are affected by their disabilities when choosing their areas of 
studies and explore levels of inclusions effect on success. Research questions may include: Can the 
Scottish higher education policy be affected to improve the levels of inclusion for disabled students? 

Prospective applicants are encouraged to contact the supervisor before submitting their applications. 
Applications should make it clear the project you are applying for and the name of the supervisors.  

Academic qualifications 
A first degree (at least a 2.1) ideally in education or STEM area with a good fundamental knowledge of 
education and policy. 

English language requirement 
IELTS score must be at least 6.5 (with not less than 6.0 in each of the four components). Other, 
equivalent qualifications will be accepted.  Full details of the University’s policy are available online. 

Essential attributes: 

• Experience of fundamental concepts surrounding higher education policy and research areas

• Competent in qualitative research techniques such as interviewing, document analysis and focus
groups.

• Knowledge of or interest in education policy

• Good written and oral communication skills

https://www.napier.ac.uk/research-and-innovation/research-degrees/application-process


• Strong motivation, with evidence of independent research skills relevant to the project

• Good time management

Desirable attributes:  
Practical experience in qualitative and/or quantitative research methods, awareness of issues and 
problems surrounding accessibility in higher education and policy considerations. 
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