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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Background: Education and knowledge have long been considered core factors in explaining why 
individuals engage in political and civic activities (Galston, W.A., 2001, Ashley, Maksl and Craft, 2017). 
The emergence of the notion of “fake news” and increased targeted misinformation however make it 
more and more difficult to distinguish between credible sources of political information and those 
promoting alternative content, with potentially malicious intent (Pennycook and Rand, 2021; Munger et 
al, 2022). Concurrently, media consumption and communication habits are changing, moving towards 
less traditional and more fast-moving methods of information exchange and increasingly into an end-to-
end encrypted space, in which moderation and fact-checking become more difficult (Kamara et al., 2022, 
Kazemi et al., 2022). 

Aim: This project aims to investigate novel digital ways and strategies to improve political engagement 
and political literacy, especially with a gameful/playful approach. It will consider the most effective ways 
for distributing political knowledge in a changing world of media consumption and communication, while 
also asking how the credibility of information can be ascertained. 

Perspective applicants are encouraged to contact the Supervisor before submitting their applications. 
Applications should make it clear the project you are applying for and the name of the supervisors. 

Academic qualifications 
A first degree (at least a 2.1) ideally in Computer Science, HCI, Digital Media and Communication, 
Political Science or Psychology with a good fundamental knowledge of  user/human behaviour. 

English language requirement 
IELTS score must be at least 6.5 (with not less than 6.0 in each of the four components). Other, 
equivalent qualifications will be accepted.  Full details of the University’s policy are available online. 

Essential attributes: 

• Experience of fundamental user/human facing research methods

• Competent in or willing to engage in multidisciplinary research

• Knowledge of or interest in politics and political education as well as digital literacy

• Good written and oral communication skills

• Strong motivation, with evidence of independent research skills relevant to the project

• Good time management

Desirable attributes: 
practical experience in qualitative and/or quantitative research methods, awareness of issues and 

problems surrounding misinformation, ‘fake news’ and moderation online 
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Enquiries For informal enquiries about this PhD project, please contact Dr Hanne 
Wagner (h.wagner@napier.ac.uk) 

Web page https://www.napier.ac.uk/research-and-innovation/research-
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