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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
Research is needed to understand the differences between human and machine generated text. Prior 

research has focused on identification of identification of deceptive text, such as phishing attempts or 

bot-generated tweets. There is, however, less work on identifying other forms of generated text such as 

automatic translations, or text that has been recorded by ‘essay assistant’ software. This project would 

focus on characterising the differences between human generated and machine generated text, for 

example by comparing originally authored material with automatically rewritten versions.  

Perspective applicants are encouraged to contact the Supervisor before submitting their applications. 
Applications should make it clear the project you are applying for and the name of the supervisors. 

Academic qualifications 
A first degree (at least a 2.1) ideally in Computing or a related discipline, with a good fundamental 
knowledge of  natural language processing. 

English language requirement 
IELTS score must be at least 6.5 (with not less than 6.0 in each of the four components). Other, 
equivalent qualifications will be accepted.  Full details of the University’s policy are available online. 

Essential attributes: 

• Experience of fundamental machine learning models

• Competent in Python programming

• Knowledge of linguistics or natural language processing

• Good written and oral communication skills

• Strong motivation, with evidence of independent research skills relevant to the project

• Good time management

Desirable attributes: 
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Enquiries For informal enquiries about this PhD project, please contact 
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