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Abstract

This article provides an original exploration of the self-identified populist coalition leading the
Ttalian government between 2018 and 2019. The analysis, informed by a governmentality
approach, starts by scrutinising the economic, social, and cultural issues framed as political
“problems” by the coalition, also highlighting the tensions underlying such constructions. The
second step charts how this political subject sought to address those problems by deploying an
array of political technologies. From examining these two dimensions, the article then can
discern the composite rationality—techno-sovereignism—that drove precariously the
coalition’s art of government. Finally, the article sketches out some forms of contestation

against the techno-sovereignist operations, whose significance may stretch beyond the Italian
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