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Making the journey: the 

Research Literature Review 
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Objectives

Understand the key elements of a good literature

search & review. 

Formulate a literature search & review plan.

Search systematically.

Use critical appraisal skills to evaluate, summarise

& synthesise literature.

Write  your research story.



It is :

What is a Literature Review?

SYNTHESIS
CRITICAL 

EVALUATION

RIGOROUS
Broad & 
concise



It is not:

What is a Literature Review?

SIMPLE 
SUMMARY

ANNOTATED 
BIBLIOGRAPHY

DESCRIPTION NARROW





Literature Review Concerns



Literature Reviewing Plan



Search Plan

Search – sources & document
Inclusion /exclusion
Time 
Appraisal plan
Writing plan





Where is the literature?
Google Scholar

Academic databases

Library catalogues

Theses/dissertations

Government policy

Specialist sources eg patents, 
standards

“Grey literature”

Social Media

Professional networks



Google and Google Scholar

Good for :  “quick & dirty”,  key search terms &
authors

Not good for :  systematic approach; all publishers



Literature Search :  Sources

LibrarySearch [sign in]

http://librarysearch.napier.ac.uk

http://librarysearch.napier.ac.uk/


Literature Search :  Sources

LibGuides

http://libguides.napier.ac.uk

http://libguides.napier.ac.uk/


Key Academic Databases For Your Subject

•- education
Consult your subject Librarian’s 

LibGuide

Full A-Z list of Academic 

Databases on LibrarySearch



Academic Databases & Boolean Logic

AND includes all the search terms

OR includes at least one of the search terms

NOT excludes the search term from the result

https://youtu.be/4qKDQKJCp-s

https://youtu.be/4qKDQKJCp-s


Search Results

Too many ?

Too few
or irrelevant? 



Obtaining Full Text

LibrarySearch

Database link outs

Google Scholar  - free PDFs 

Professional networks  / bodies  

Inter Library loan  – access to 

British Library



Organise

Reference management
software



What To Read First….



Read



Record
Data Extraction Table

Lynch, J., Everett, B., Ramjan, L. M., Callins, R., Glew, P., & Salamonson, Y. (2017). Plagiarism in nursing education: an integrative 

review. Journal of Clinical Nursing, 26(19-20), 2845-2864.

https://login.ezproxy.napier.ac.uk/login?url=http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/jocn.13629
https://login.ezproxy.napier.ac.uk/login?url=http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/jocn.13629


Adapted from L.Ann

Themes

Common ground

Differences

Controversy

Gaps

Dot joining

More literature

Evaluate





Write



Selection of literature
Clear inclusion / exclusion stated
Concentrates on current / most
relevant issues

Writing

Logical flow ?

Follows major debates in the field?

Demonstrates wide, but focused reading?

Interpretation

Interpretation /evaluation of your reading 

Identified the gap?

Writing:  “To Do List…..”



Common Literature Review Issues

Read everything.

No evaluation.

Every source mentioned.

Not relating sources to your 

topic or view.

Ineffective organisation

Incomplete referencing. 



Allocate time

Start early - iterative process

Keep track of references

Read effectively

Interpret, synthesise & identify gaps in the

literature

Keep up to date

Share review with a critical friend

Conclusions
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