
Open Access: The Basics

Laura Ennis, Information Services Advisor

&

Malcolm Jones, Head of Learning and Research Services



Answering your questions!

1. What is Open Access?

2. Why is it important?

3. What do I need to do?



What is Open Access?

Open Access is the idea that knowledge becomes more valuable 
and useful when it is openly-shared and built-upon.

Open Access means your research isn’t hidden behind paywalls 
so that everyone can read it.



What is Open Access?

It’s actually very easy to be green!

Green Gold

• Free!

• Involves Self Deposit in 

Repository@Napier

• Involves an Article Processing 

Charge of as much as £3000

• All versions become Creative 

Commons



What is Open Access?
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What is Open Access?

We pay for information as much as three times over;

• Researcher Salaries

• Article Processing Charges

• Journal Subscription Fees



Why is it important?

Edinburgh Napier University Policy

Postgraduate researchers and staff members are required to 
deposit all forms of research output into Repository@Napier, 
subject to any publishers’ restrictions.



Why is it important?

REF2020 Guidelines: Act on Acceptance

The final peer-reviewed version of journal articles and conference 
papers must be deposited in an open access repository within 
three months of acceptance for publication.



Why is it important?

Funder Requirements

• RCUK

• Wellcome Trust

• Horizon2020 etc.

Check these using http://sherpa.ac.uk/fact/



Why is it important?

Impact, Engagement, & Visibility

Benefits you as a researcher

Benefits your research community

Benefits Edinburgh Napier University

Benefits society at large



What do I need to do?

Checking Publishers

Does your preferred publication allows Green Self Deposit?

Napier Open Access Blog: http://blogs.napier.ac.uk/open-access/

SHERPA/RoMEO: http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/



What do I need to do?

Protect Your Work

• Avoid predatory publishers

• Consider using an Author Addendum:

Addendum Engine: http://scholars.sciencecommons.org/ 

SPARC Author Addendum: http://sparcopen.org/

JISC Copyright Toolbox: http://copyrighttoolbox.surf.nl/



What do I need to do? 
Act on Acceptance

Submitted Accepted Proof Published

OP OP



What do I need to do?

After your work is accepted for publication 
deposit the appropriate version along with 
proof of acceptance in Repository@Napier

http://researchrepository.napier.ac.uk/

repository@napier.ac.uk



Useful Information

Napier Open Access Blog: http://blogs.napier.ac.uk/open-access/

Think, Check, Submit: http://thinkchecksubmit.org/

SHERPA/RoMEO: http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/

The Open Access Spectrum: http://www.oaspectrum.org/

Cofactor Journal Selector: http://cofactorscience.com/journal-selector

Directory of Open Access Journals: https://doaj.org/

http://blogs.napier.ac.uk/open-access/
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